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Despite increased government security measures, Bogota has been racked by a wave of car bomb
explosions which has left over twenty people dead in recent days. The attacks have been attributed
to Medellin cartel leader Pablo Escobar. Escobar, who escaped from prison last July, is attempting
to pressure the government into accepting his conditions for surrender. The bomb attacks have
thrown the city into a panic reminiscent of the situation which prevailed during the peak of
violence unleashed by the drug cartels in 1989 and 1990. Following Escobar's threats to form a
"guerrilla" movement (the "Antioquia Rebel Movement") and to renew terrorist violence as well
as the subsequent car bomb explosions on Jan. 21 in which 18 people were injured President
Cesar Gaviria ordered special helicopter patrols over Bogota and deployed over 2,000 additional
police and soldiers. Bogota mayor Jaime Castro announced that police agents who discover and
successfully deactivate car bombs would be given a house in reward. In response, Antioquia
governor Juan Gomez Martinez protested the discriminatory allocation of federal security assistance
and demanded that Medellin, which registered over 6,000 murders last year, be given similar
protection. On Jan. 27, Gaviria announced creation of a new military battalion which will stationed
in Antioquia along with deployment of 1,600 additional police officers in the city of Medellin over
the course of the coming year. According to Gaviria, a total of 740 military police and infantry
troops have been deployed in the area since December to counter potential violence sponsored
by rebel groups or the drug cartels. Despite the new measures, on Jan. 30 a car bomb exploded in
downtown Bogota, killing 21 people including four children and injuring 77. This was the third
car bomb in the capital during the previous 10 days. The bomb exploded in front of a store filled
with parents and children purchasing books and school supplies for the beginning of the semester.
President Gaviria accused Escobar of responsibility for the attack and called an emergency meeting
of his National Security Council to discuss new measures for confronting terrorist attacks. Two
car bomb explosions were reported the following day in southeastern Medellin, and four people
were slightly injured. A ranch belonging to Pablo Escobar's mother, Herminda Gaviria, was also
hit by an explosion. Authorities attributed the three attacks to a feud between rival drug trafficking
organizations. The ranch is located near El Penol, in western Antioquia. Four men were also
found shot to death on the streets of Medellin. The four corpses were each accompanied by a sign
indicating they had been killed for having accepted government compensation in exchange for
information on drug traffickers. An organization calling itself the "Pursued by Pablo Escobar" group
claimed responsibility for the three Antioquia bomb attacks. Less than 24 hours after the Bogota
attack, spokespersons announced that the government will pay the medical bills and provide loans
for the reconstruction of houses for victims of the bomb attacks which have occurred since the
beginning of the year. In addition, Bogota Metropolitan Police commander Gen. Oscar Pelaez told
reporters a new civilian vigilante organization had been formed to patrol the capital and prevent
organized violence and terrorist attacks. Pelaez said "this is not a vengeance organization" but
rather a group of citizens who will work closely with the police. On Jan. 30, the US Embassy in
Bogota banned diplomatic personnel from entering certain areas in the capital and from attending
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public events such as soccer games or visiting shopping malls. The Embassy also recommended
that all US citizens stay away from the wealthy downtown area known as the "zona rosa." On Feb.
2 the government increased the financial reward offered for information leading to Escobar's arrest
to almost US$7.1 million, up from US$1.4 million offered immediately following Escobar's escape.
The US has also offered US$2.5 million for information on Escobar's whereabouts. (Sources: Spanish
news service EFE, 01/27/93, 01/30/93, 01/31/93; Reuter, Agence France-Presse, 01/31/93, 02/01/93;
United Press International, 02/01/93; Associated Press, 01/30/93, 02/02/93; Notimex, 02/02/93)
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